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In an effort to provide more up-to-date information on the NGSS and helpful guidance for 
the field, we have revamped our newsletter! We hope you find the included updates, 
questions, and resources useful. As always, we welcome your questions and input so please 
feel free to contact us using the form at http://nextgenscience.org/contact.  
 

 

  

Model Content Frameworks Update 
A collaborative group of states, classroom educators, administrators, and others with in-depth 
knowledge of the NGSS began the work to draft Model Content Frameworks in mid-July. The 
models being developed show possibilities for how curriculum developers, administrators and 
teachers could structure units across a year that move students toward proficiency on the 
performance expectations (PEs) associated with each grade band/level by the end of 
instruction.  

 

  
 Educators 
Evaluating  the Quality 

of Instructional Products 
(EQuIP) for NGSS  
  

Fourteen state teams 
comprised of state leaders, 
district- and classroom-level 
educators, and professional 
development providers 

  

 
  

Q: Where can I find 
information on training and 
professional development 
for the NGSS? 

  
A: Many states and districts 

 

 Key Message For 
the  Field 

 
  
  
The practice in the PE describes 
how students are asked to 
demonstrate understanding at 
the end of instruction. It does 
not limit what practices should 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKmD3G4163jcqcxcaZSlEvelrFfeZW_hEdAw3lmY5mlDU8baXkZNdHFXTlYFNRk2pnzZA7-PMaKGupJ3aQ51zcORtpEwbNIg95iapCfB-N0HFs6rPUNHcSaQ==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==


recently came together for an 
NGSS EQuIP training.  Meeting 
participants had an opportunity 
to use the NGSS EQuIP rubric to 
evaluate lessons and units for 
their grade-band and discipline 
that were submitted by other 
meeting participants. Using the 
rubric in this way not only gave 
them the opportunity to fully 
understand the rubric and what 
high-quality materials aligned 
to the NGSS should look like, 
but also to better understand 
the standards. Additionally, 
participants who submitted 
materials received feedback 
and suggestions for 
improvement. Find the NGSS 
EQuIP Rubric here.  

are holding such 
trainings.  For information on 
trainings near you, please 
contact your local district or 
state department of 
education.  At a national 
level, the National Science 
Teachers Association 
(www.nsta.org) also provides 
many trainings and webinars. 
  

 

be used in instruction. For 
example, if a PE calls for a 
student to construct an 
explanation, this merely 
indicates the assessment 
expectation for students. In the 
classroom, a teacher should 
have students engage in 
additional practices, such as 
asking questions and analyzing 
data. However, it is also 
important to note that the 
science and engineering 
practices in the NGSS are not 
teaching strategies, but rather, 
the processes students should 
be using to learn and apply 
their content knowledge.  
  

 

 

 

The Amazon once flowed in the 
opposite direction, from east to west. 

Scientists now know why. 

 

NGSS in the News 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLycgd1jj5a9-R0VZIZPWM4ix1B4L0797zvmWCrJ0MTXQYKcDDYXc0OhpMPdTZOt4VjaI3dK7x3nbCH__bi5KdkLCVPu1L19bD23U1aUScP5FOLgt_gZgEva9v9PPXNvkbkrQLReRvFVI9&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKL8dSNYc81L5i_fZ39wYIsn0Q1e1V6VnwFwQdnWNMZhT7UTGvYCrsfyIYHmgDe17c79uMOJN5ZYu-3A0HanECBziUZRSYy1Ej&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKZU6AtMIOoo6eONcbB3_IvVKP04Cz0Fb5VvfTUPcoue3Ua5y1NUT0xfo2-RuvPyh_50V2wDtmm2V22oL47g1jGHX1MkLFSiW2jb-8T5h4LGgj8DzAKArUPFRkmbJL5onr0_xlLMpAswZd1vxoFuZnpJID5CCE2OxnNCoGcHHWjGeks_7HrkeVg1nFqe35VUowQZwKvh5iEBh9CAPvwJeYYQ==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==


New science standards 
on the way for Calif. 
schools 

  
By Adam Robertson 

Daily Independent, July 31, 2014 
  

"Big changes are coming up for 

California schools as a new science 
curriculum is under consideration by 
the California Department of 

Education." 

 

 
  

 Science classrooms 
could soon look very 
different 

  
By Matthew Albright 

Delaware Online, August 2, 2014 
 
"If a third-grade student were to 

visit Cape Henlopen State Park, they 
might participate in the 'Wet and 

Wild Animals' project.'" 
  
Editorial Note:  
Twenty six states helped lead the 
development of the NGSS; twelve states 
plus DC have officially adopted the NGSS as 
their state's science standards. 
 

  

Local science teachers 
become students for a 
day 

  
The Jersey Journal, July 21, 2014 

  
  
"This summer, local science teachers 

were students for a day, as they 
examined the nuts and bolts of 

successful science research projects." 
 
  

  

 

 

  

 Resource of the Month 
  
  
Confused about the grade banded 
standards in middle and high school? Not to 
worry - the middle and high school 
standards are not officially divided by grade 
levels. Decisions about how to divide the 
content by grade levels are up to each 
individual state and district that decides to 
implement the NGSS.  However, the NGSS 
writers provided some models for possible 
ways to divide the grade levels in middle 
and high school in Appendix K.    

  

 NGSS Standard of the 
Month 
 

MS-ESS2-3: Analyze and interpret 
data on the distribution of fossils 
and rocks, continental shapes, and 
seafloor structures to provide 
evidence of past plate motions.  
  
For a more in-depth look at this NGSS 
performance expectation and to 
search for others, we encourage you 
to go here. Need more context? See 
where these ideas are introduced in A 
Framework for K-12 Science 
Education(pgs. 182-183).  

 

 Opinion  
American Physical Society's Committee on Education calls on all states (including Florida!) to 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKelIwIZdCgawduT2wtRP_To5z1XS-9gIpLN0L6Eb8ZTwn0cg7c1UdZuvrAMSpoha2n3SY7y55r34ymFQ1m4xRl0sI_6h2nHQuEDB0kMu_3N-8PUPKDwyZzOf35A_f21elbQ7DxqcziLe6ciQJso2fHThUApooG_SZsu1z2A98hRTClFHto8WSLA==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKelIwIZdCgawduT2wtRP_To5z1XS-9gIpLN0L6Eb8ZTwn0cg7c1UdZuvrAMSpoha2n3SY7y55r34ymFQ1m4xRl0sI_6h2nHQuEDB0kMu_3N-8PUPKDwyZzOf35A_f21elbQ7DxqcziLe6ciQJso2fHThUApooG_SZsu1z2A98hRTClFHto8WSLA==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKelIwIZdCgawduT2wtRP_To5z1XS-9gIpLN0L6Eb8ZTwn0cg7c1UdZuvrAMSpoha2n3SY7y55r34ymFQ1m4xRl0sI_6h2nHQuEDB0kMu_3N-8PUPKDwyZzOf35A_f21elbQ7DxqcziLe6ciQJso2fHThUApooG_SZsu1z2A98hRTClFHto8WSLA==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKKsgCNeWe6Oolo9X-lL3pJ_HrsIc2WLIlSe-ogXoIa0YY3KpjUQXP1GkDSYiFJlzkrD5O9OUEffpFtEiEYoCC5SMzOCr-3nPhbPwnKDBTWlYv-KlV9IuA9C52115pHV-UNMYK3KFPx-QcNI6Dx5_C5ZQxdcl86MwYLBmAJVNX7-FGtKp_RWg8doUIcplfAVFhkWqETYJk9vQDpG2YM687BA9t1QhovEo7abXJU5U1COQXc4HVuMcscQ==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKKsgCNeWe6Oolo9X-lL3pJ_HrsIc2WLIlSe-ogXoIa0YY3KpjUQXP1GkDSYiFJlzkrD5O9OUEffpFtEiEYoCC5SMzOCr-3nPhbPwnKDBTWlYv-KlV9IuA9C52115pHV-UNMYK3KFPx-QcNI6Dx5_C5ZQxdcl86MwYLBmAJVNX7-FGtKp_RWg8doUIcplfAVFhkWqETYJk9vQDpG2YM687BA9t1QhovEo7abXJU5U1COQXc4HVuMcscQ==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKKsgCNeWe6Oolo9X-lL3pJ_HrsIc2WLIlSe-ogXoIa0YY3KpjUQXP1GkDSYiFJlzkrD5O9OUEffpFtEiEYoCC5SMzOCr-3nPhbPwnKDBTWlYv-KlV9IuA9C52115pHV-UNMYK3KFPx-QcNI6Dx5_C5ZQxdcl86MwYLBmAJVNX7-FGtKp_RWg8doUIcplfAVFhkWqETYJk9vQDpG2YM687BA9t1QhovEo7abXJU5U1COQXc4HVuMcscQ==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKv4P4_h9Gfro6dG3ATYISVXI_UFdyjGb80CL9YXK7z-dC3qMQxrAqFQE4_TyIJru0OxompOGTN-gwg0yOTF8XUjelvmozMj8p1uEDNmlRH0ZouSMgHpdIH2pdX8uk-1wSZSXaCiuCXKdkxgccW4iY2wgtBRkV3MPYSgODzBhK5yQD-seyrDUNrme4MO8HetuLl2kvc4Q84RA=&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKv4P4_h9Gfro6dG3ATYISVXI_UFdyjGb80CL9YXK7z-dC3qMQxrAqFQE4_TyIJru0OxompOGTN-gwg0yOTF8XUjelvmozMj8p1uEDNmlRH0ZouSMgHpdIH2pdX8uk-1wSZSXaCiuCXKdkxgccW4iY2wgtBRkV3MPYSgODzBhK5yQD-seyrDUNrme4MO8HetuLl2kvc4Q84RA=&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKv4P4_h9Gfro6dG3ATYISVXI_UFdyjGb80CL9YXK7z-dC3qMQxrAqFQE4_TyIJru0OxompOGTN-gwg0yOTF8XUjelvmozMj8p1uEDNmlRH0ZouSMgHpdIH2pdX8uk-1wSZSXaCiuCXKdkxgccW4iY2wgtBRkV3MPYSgODzBhK5yQD-seyrDUNrme4MO8HetuLl2kvc4Q84RA=&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuK6s9gwvZQGtYwPrMn13l_IttqSQrNM_5Gl60L0I63r-1CGFR1lcyPjwZRqoOzgFRt0g-HnACKLGPBIZLZu7m8weTI7S_UVgDwwaOlhdx2BvUK9cc3lqke99GplQxZpVYK5OWAef39Yiirtow7NuOkEC4YRZ_x8WlUZ5MVa6ApLF-abZolicdG6JlqcBZvdax_DqsgXPqywUs=&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKa_2fiF6OHLg3xneHUCIO3HtTL3GbzXjLM-2ELZKMWDxOBnBKt-ZQqVoF2tlgYbZzKDYqGjtpNUWCwpB4Lrkh4oeXwp2Lvtr036knD1ce8XoY9SaxMv-Rp50FUNBsRp-e3OftkF4JO4dVeTwUyUfpyw==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKa_2fiF6OHLg3xneHUCIO3HtTL3GbzXjLM-2ELZKMWDxOBnBKt-ZQqVoF2tlgYbZzKDYqGjtpNUWCwpB4Lrkh4oeXwp2Lvtr036knD1ce8XoY9SaxMv-Rp50FUNBsRp-e3OftkF4JO4dVeTwUyUfpyw==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKLg-ag2-HDOfNriK-HMV1X3KcvTkT3bs23fiAP54-shpwNMY7YX9eVFEijkqrcU_356kFaCj33LQvqbj7oyNhBAnS-dfpfdUfW3e1EGSiy6O2WLrQYL2bOhN0FTkgp-bdqoErL1RUc0fZ4en9Sy1WHAQTrUBetJxd&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKLg-ag2-HDOfNriK-HMV1X3KcvTkT3bs23fiAP54-shpwNMY7YX9eVFEijkqrcU_356kFaCj33LQvqbj7oyNhBAnS-dfpfdUfW3e1EGSiy6O2WLrQYL2bOhN0FTkgp-bdqoErL1RUc0fZ4en9Sy1WHAQTrUBetJxd&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLyYY5tvFK9FuKLg-ag2-HDOfNriK-HMV1X3KcvTkT3bs23fiAP54-shpwNMY7YX9eVFEijkqrcU_356kFaCj33LQvqbj7oyNhBAnS-dfpfdUfW3e1EGSiy6O2WLrQYL2bOhN0FTkgp-bdqoErL1RUc0fZ4en9Sy1WHAQTrUBetJxd&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKelIwIZdCgawduT2wtRP_To5z1XS-9gIpLN0L6Eb8ZTwn0cg7c1UdZuvrAMSpoha2n3SY7y55r34ymFQ1m4xRl0sI_6h2nHQuEDB0kMu_3N-8PUPKDwyZzOf35A_f21elbQ7DxqcziLe6ciQJso2fHThUApooG_SZsu1z2A98hRTClFHto8WSLA==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKKsgCNeWe6Oolo9X-lL3pJ_HrsIc2WLIlSe-ogXoIa0YY3KpjUQXP1GkDSYiFJlzkrD5O9OUEffpFtEiEYoCC5SMzOCr-3nPhbPwnKDBTWlYv-KlV9IuA9C52115pHV-UNMYK3KFPx-QcNI6Dx5_C5ZQxdcl86MwYLBmAJVNX7-FGtKp_RWg8doUIcplfAVFhkWqETYJk9vQDpG2YM687BA9t1QhovEo7abXJU5U1COQXc4HVuMcscQ==&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYYQtzXfeq6y54pLeHx9sJpB4ogaXpopFM2GvPQ_FmGaHiU-2HzLydoORNlWZrSKv4P4_h9Gfro6dG3ATYISVXI_UFdyjGb80CL9YXK7z-dC3qMQxrAqFQE4_TyIJru0OxompOGTN-gwg0yOTF8XUjelvmozMj8p1uEDNmlRH0ZouSMgHpdIH2pdX8uk-1wSZSXaCiuCXKdkxgccW4iY2wgtBRkV3MPYSgODzBhK5yQD-seyrDUNrme4MO8HetuLl2kvc4Q84RA=&c=PrlPZd7LPSlpkcAkPMxrnNnCR7cIJckmdiyPkdV6pyz6xR78OcNmVw==&ch=Mqwlfps3YiH8s1oJGEYoPm1AAsLTSqLvYqoTDkbfsP6Q8GYu6KiW8Q==


adopt the Next Generation Science Standards,  
by Paul Cottle, August 29, 2014 

   

 

  

 

    

 

Sign up for this e-newsletter using the link at the top right of http://www.nextgenscience.org  
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